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CONFIRMATION. 



Confirmation is one of the most ancient of Christian 
ordinances. Appealing to Apostolic origin and sanction ; 
of continuous observance since the Apostles* times in every 
branch of the historic Church ; professing to confer great 
blessing ; opening the way to rich privilege, and imposing 
corresponding obligation ; — such an ordinance should be 
rightly understood, both by the clergy, who are all the 
while bringing the people to it, and by the people them- 
selves, who either have been or may be sharers in its 
benefit. 

The history of the ordinance must have a place in our 
consideration, if we would fully understand its nature. 

Confirmation^ or the laying on of hands upon the baptized^ 
claims the example of the blessed Apostles for its origin. 
We shall not be far wrong in presuming it to have been 
one of those " things pertaining to the kingdom," of which 
our Lord spake to them during the forty days between His 
resurrection and His ascension. At all events, it is gen- 
erally conceded that it is this ordinance which is meant by 
the " laying on of hands " spoken of in the eighth chapter 
of the Book of Acts of the Apostles, and again in the nine- 
teenth chapter of the same book. The Scripture account 
in these passages does make known the fact of imposition 
of hands, upon baptized persons, by Apostles, in connection 
Tvith prayer, 2xAfor the receiving of the Holy Ghost, It is as 
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generally conceded that it is this ordinance which is named 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews among the fundamentals or 
first principles of the doctrine of Christ, classed with bap- 
tism,, and of implied equal importance with it. There is 
deep doctrinal significance in this " laying on of hands " 
being thus mentioned as a principle of the Gospel \ while 
the practical force of that declaration is that there is thus 
a sufficient answer given to any who claim that it was only 
for the extraordinary or miraculous gifts of the Spirit. 

We may complete our appeal to Scripture, and its testi- 
mony in any way to Confirmation, by alluding to the many 
passages in the Epistles,* where " anointing," " unction," 
"sealing," are spoken of; and although their reference 
may be uncertain, whether " to baptism itself or to some 
rite that followed it," it is worthy of note that the Greek 
Church has always depended chiefly upon these passages 
to prove Confirmation scriptural. It is significant, more- 
over, that XP^H^ ^^d <T€f)payC^ are names for Confirmation 
as ancient as x^tpo^co-ta.t 

If we look now to the history of the Church subsequent 
to the Apostles' days, it may be observed that there is no 
reference to Confirmation in any writing for about one 
hundred years. It is in Tertullian that there is the first 
distinct mention ; and from thence the references in the 
Fathers are many. Tertullian (a. d. 200), Clement of Alex- 
andria (a. d. 200), Origen (a. d. 210), Cyprian (a. d. 250), 
Firmilian (a. d. 250), Cornelius (a. d. 260), — and most 
of the prominent writers of the fourth and fifth centuries 
speak of it. From them we learn that the early Church 
held Confirmation to be the complement of baptism^ and so 
administered it. It appears to have been the custom, in 
cities, for baptism to be administered principally on the 
vigils of the great festivals (especially Easter and Whitsun- 
Day) : and in such cases, if the Bishop were present, as 

* 2 Cor. i. 22. Eph. i. 13 ; iv. 30. I St. John it 20. 
t Bingham's "Antiquities," Bk. XII. ch. i. 
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he generally was, the Confirmation followed at once ; other- 
wise, it was deferred till it could be received at the Bishop's 
hands. This immediate confirmation was administered to 
infants as well as to adults ; and was followed by the giv- 
ing of the Holy Eucharist, many say even to infants, and, 
as is universally admitted, to young children.* 

Besides the laying on of hands with prayer, from an 
early time t the unction^ or anointing wilh the chrism^ was 
a ceremony of Confirmation. It continues to be used in 
the Greek and Roman Churches ; but was laid aside by 
the English Church in 1549. 

Baptism, Confirmation, and admission to the Eucharist 
are found united in this way for many ages in the Church, 
probably down to the ninth century. § But, undoubtedly, 
for a long time before this it was a rule with many excep- 
tions; sometimes, in case of necessity, the priest being 
allowed to confirm ; || and more often, even as far back as 
Tertullian's time, the needs of villages and remoter parts 
of a diocese taking the Bishop upon visitations, in order to 
lay hands upon those previously baptized by presbyters or 
deacons. Thus it came about, that, throughout the West, 
what had been a general custom, yet with no law but the 
force of custom, fell increasingly into disuse ; and at last 
Confirmation came to be sanctioned by authority as a sep- 
arate ordinance; partly because of the increasing number 

» Bingham, Bk, XII. ch. i ; Waterland's Works, Vol. VI. p. 65 ; 
Wall's " Infant Baptism," Vol. II. p 478. Administering the Eucha- 
rist to children continued till the twelfth century. Vid. Hardwick, 
" Middle Age," p. 327, n. 

t Subsequent to the second or third century. Procter's "Hist, of 
the Prayer Book," p. 394. First mentioned by Tertullian and Origen. 
Bingham, Bk. XII. ch. 3. 

X A mixture of oil and balm, blessed by the Bishop. 

§ Bingham, Bk. XII. ch, i. § 3. Smith's " Diet, of the Bible," Art 
"Baptism." 

11 Bingh., Bk. XII. ch. 2. Robertson's " Hist, of the Church," Am. 
, ed., \ol. I. p. 233, d. 
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of candidates for it, and the impossibility of prompt admin- 
istration by the Bishops ; and partly from the felt appro- 
priateness of postponing the Confirmation of infants till 
they could understandingly receive it. 

But the Greek Church would not thus separate Confirma- 
tion from Baptism, nor deprive infants of receiving imme- 
diately the seal of God*s Spirit, the confirming of the 
baptismal grace ; and so they rid themselves of the practi- 
cal difficulty by not restricting this supplementary ordinance 
to the Bishop, In the Greek Church it is generally the 
priest who confirms, immediately after baptism, not by im- 
position of hands, but by signing the cross with the chrism, 
and accompanying this consignation with the words, "The 
seal of the Holy Ghost, Amen." * 

To enter fully into the history of Confirmation as one of 
the sacraments, would occupy us far too long. Let it be 
said that the word sacrament was used in a very general 
way in ancient times, of " any symbolical religious act " ; 
and, accordingly, as has been often declared, " there was 
no limit to the number of things which might be styled 
sacraments." At last the term came to be somewhat re- 
stricted ; and from the sixth century, six sacraments were 
generally ackno^yledged, until the twelfth century, when 
the mystical number seven was fixed upon.f Among these 
Confirmation held a place ; and continued to be so con- 
sidered in the entire teaching of both East and West until 
the sixteenth century. It is so held in the Greek and 
Roman Churches to-day. 

It need not be told how, when the great Reformation of the 
Western Church took place, the Continental reformers, who, 
with whatever grief or anxiety, dispensed with the Apostolic 

* Blunt's " Annotated Prayer Book/* p. 252. A full account of the 
Greek Office for Baptism may be found in Campion and Beamont's 
" Prayer Book Interleaved/' p. 195. 

t Robertson, ut sup.. Vol. V. pp. 409, 410. Hardwick, " Middle 
Age/' p. 324. 
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ministry, strove to retain, in some shape, this Apostolic 
ordinance ; nor need proof be cited from the writings of 
such men as Calvin, and Luther, and Melancthon,*of the 
high esteem in which they held it. We are directly con- 
cerned with the action of the English Church. This shall 
be stated as briefly as may be. 

The Confirmation Office in the First Book of Edward VI. 
(1549) is preceded by the Catechism (corresponding to the 
Catechism as we now have it as far as to the section on the 
Sacraments) ; and questions from this were asked, or caused 
to be asked, by the Bishop. It is noticeable that one of the 
rubrics directs that a child shall be brought to Confirmation 
by a godfather or godmother, " that every child may have 
a witness of his confirmation." This Office begins with the 
versicles, " Our help is in the Name of the Lord," etc. ; 
and after the first prayer, it continues, " Sign them, O Lord, 
and mark them to be Thine forever, by the virtue of Thy 
holy Cross and Passion. Confirm and strengthen them 
with the inward unction of the Holy Ghost mercifully unto 
everlasting life, Amen." The ceremony of Confirmation 
follows, consisting of the signing of the cross in the fore- 
head, and laying the hand upon the head, saying, " I sign 
thee with the sign of the cross, and lay my hand upon 
thee. In the Name," etc. Excepting the omission of the 
chrism with the consignation, this service is very similar to 
the old Sarum use from which it is taken. There is no 
allusion in it to Confirmation as a sacrament, — while the 
Sarum manual did have a rubric which so declared it. 
The Article on the Sacraments is of a somewhat later date 
(1563, 1571).* In 1552 the whole ceremony of the ordi- 
nance was changed so as to be substantially the form at 
present found in the English Prayer Book, — " Defend, O 
Lord," etc. At the last revision of that Book, in 166 1, 
the Preface was inserted into the Office (this, preface being 

* Hardwick, " History of the Articles," pp. 276, 307. 
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made up from the rubrics preceding the Catechism in 
the Book of 1549), and also that one question which, as 
Blunt remarks, " is the last relic of the public catechizing 
which was introduced into the Confirmation Service at the 
Reformation." At this time, too, the closing prayer, " O 
Almighty Lord, and Everlasting God," etc., was added. 
It is in that one question of the Bishop to the candidates 
that the only noticeable difference occurs between the 
American Prayer Book and the English, in this Office; — 
the American Bogk inserting certain clauses to adapt the 
ordinance as well to adult as to infant baptism. 

We are thus brought down to our own times ; and, from 
the brief survey of history which has been given, we may 
be better prepared to consider the nature of Confirmation, 
as a general ordinance of the Church, and as our own 
Prayer Book presents it. Because it is one of' the Church's 
ordinances, — of such origin, — of so long observance, — 
and of the sacredness which has always been assigned to it, 
— it may be fairly regarded as of more than mere human 
expediency or propriety; it is, rather, of Divine sanction. The 
Apostles did what they did, in organizing the Church, by the 
instruction of the Holy Ghost, It is they who have handed 
down this ordinance to us ; not, either, by force of exam- 
ple simply, but by regular transmission. In the Church it 
has been constantly observed ; and, though with a great 
deal of " diversity of terminology," and perhaps of " practi- 
cal belief," (as Dr. Plumptre affirms, in a recent article on 
Confirmation,*) still it is remarkable how little the form 
of the rite has changed, even from the days of Gregory. f 
And now that we have traced it from the beginning through 
the various transitions which have marked it, there are cer- 
tain considerations which impress themselves upon us, cer- 
tain opinions or beliefs, which may be fairly held, from 

* In Smith's "Diet, of Christian Antiquities/' Vol. I. 
t Blunt's " Annotated Prayer Book," p. 252. 
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Scripture, from history, and from what is to us the resultant 
of history, the rite itself as our own branch of the Church 
holds and administers it. 

Our line of thought may be as follows : — 
Confirmation as a means of grace, and what the grace is 
which is received. 

The significance of the renewal of baptismal vows. 
Confirmation as the door of admission to the Holy Com- 
munion. 

A few words as to who are proper subjects for Confir- 
mation, and their due preparation for receiving the ordi- 
nance. 

L Confirmation is not called, with us, a sacrament. It 
has appeared more wise to the English Church, and to our 
own, to restrict that term to those ordinances which were 
appointed by our Lord himself. And yet, we are not jus- 
tified in going to the other extreme. We need not class 
Confirmation with Penance and Extreme Unction, which 
evidently, as the Twenty-fifth Article states, did **grow of 
the corrupt following of the Apostles." Such language con- 
cerning it does not appear to be warranted from the fact of 
any superstitious ceremonial then attending the ordinance, 
if the thing itself were surely Scriptural and Apostolic. 
Confirmation is Y^ldXtAy 2i sacramental ordinance ; there is the 
"outward, visible sign," — there is the "inward, spiritual 
grace"; and we have no reason to disconnect the two. 
All the testimony of Scripture would lead lis to join them. 
For though, as it may be said, prayer is used for obtaining 
the blessing, so is it in Baptism and the Holy Commun- 
ion ; and if we have any belief in visible means for con- 
veying spiritual gifts, — and that we must have if we believe 
in sacraments at all, — we have no reason for doubt that 
the " vehicle " for imparting and receiving the Holy Ghost 
must be the laying on of hands. Even the Lutheran com- 
mentators admit as much as this. Says Meyer, of the 
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account in Acts viii., the imposition of hands "was cer- 
tainly of a symbolical nature, — yet not a bare and ineffect- 
ive symbol, but the effective conductor of the gifts prayed for T 
And from that first recorded laying on of hands in this 
ordinance, there can not be mentioned an instance in all 
antiquity where it was not believed to be the direct channel 
for conveying spiritual gifts to worthy receivers of the out- 
ward sign. 

It is not necessary to discuss the question of ordi- 
nary and extraordinary gifts, as commonly distinguished. 
Whether the gifts of tongues and prophesying and working 
of miracles were given to few or many in those early days, 
it need not be supposed that these were the only or the most 
important part of the blessing then conveyed to the great 
number of the baptized by laying on of hands.* And the 
fact that the Apostles and their immediate successors 
handed down this ordinance t after those miraculous gifts had 
apparently ceased^ shows plainly the Divine will that it 
should continue in use, and for what purpose. 

Confirmation^ then, we have every reason to believe, is 
to-day, as it always has been, the means of conveying the 
gifts or graces of the Holy Spirit to the baptized. And if any 
seek- further definition of most subtle influence, — of how 
the Divine Spirit lives in our spirits, they may learn some- 
what from the language of the Confirmation Office, which 
teaches that they who receive the laying on of hands are 
thus " certified of God's favor and gracious goodness to 
them " ; and prays that they may be " strengthened with the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter " ; and may have increased 
daily in them God's "manifold gifts of grace, — the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
ghostly strength, the spirit of knowledge and true godli- 
ness," — and may be " filled with the spirit of [His] holy 

♦ Vid. B,p. Moberly's "Administration of the Spirit," p. 155. 
t Sadler's " Church Doctrine, Bible Truth," pp. 321, 322. Abp. 
Potter's " Church Government," pp. 234-237. 
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fear." It is, then, God's strengthening^ confirming grace 
which is herein promised ; and from this the ordinance fitly 
takes its name, — Confirmation. Hooker puts it well when 
he speaks of the benefit as " that gift or grace of the Holy 
Ghost, not which maketh us first Christian men, but, when 
we are made such, assisteth us in all virtue, armeth us. 
against temptation and sin."* It is the renewing and 
strengthening of the Christian life given in baptism, — car- 
rying the baptized person on from grace to grace, so that 
he is thereby enabled to share in the highest of the Church's 
ordinances. Moreover, we see no ground for dissenting 
from the opinion, that " by the laying on. of hands in Con- 
firmation, the relation of the confirmed person to God is 
also changed, and he becomes competent to undertake 
spiritual work, both as to duties and privileges, for which 
he was not previously qualified." t Says Bishop Moberly : 
" We may hope that God's children, coming to Apostolic 
Confirmation, may look for special grace upon their special 
Christian calling; and the missionary amid the heathen 
islands, the physician, the preacher, — yes, and all others 
who design to devote themselves in Christ to this or that 
life of Christian usefulness in the Church may be strength- 
ened for their express work by the express gift, which is 
not less real and less divine, though it be invisible, than it 
was in the days when its effect was immediately exhibited 
to the eyes and ears of the wondering people." X 

Is all this saying too much ? It is, indeed, making more 
'jf Confirmation than many do ; but we see no reason for not 
assigning to it such dignity. If we are not hereby passing 
the bounds of reasonable exposition of Scripture and of the 
Office, certainly we are thus making of the ordinance a 
definite message from God^ which may well claim attention ; 
and of its gift a definite blessings which may well be earnestly 

♦ " Ecclesiastical Polity," Bk. V. ch. Ixvi. 4. 

t J. H. Blunt. 

X " Administration of the Holy Spirit," p. 157. 
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desired. And all this is a strong point to be gained, within 
and without the Church ; for us who have the ordinance 
and use it, and for those who have it not, and who wonder 
what is meant by it, and ignorantly call, it by names that 
do not belong to it.* 

• If, then, what has been stated — its bringing to those 
who receive it the strengthening grace of God^ for both 
general and special ends — is its significance at all, we are 
right in saying it is its chief significance. This is to be 
the principal thing kept before the mind, that Confirmation 
is chiefly God^s ordinance^ in which He calls man to blessed 
privilege and holy obligation ; and not chiefly man^s ordir 
nance, in which he calls God to witness of his sincerity. 
God here confirms the baptized; He confirms baptism^ — the 
covenant promises of that sacrament; He bestows His 
strengthening, assuring grace ; the Holy Spirit of God 
manifests Himself unto our spirits, with new and increas- 
ing power. 

Do we hesitate to adopt so exalted a view of Confirma- 
tion ? . Are we not too fearful, perhaps, of making of it an 
ordinance wherein God bestows, and man is only the pas- 
sive recipient, — a veritable opus operatupi ? That pre- 
reformation idea need not cling to us. In the Greek 
Church Confirmation may possibly be so viewed to-day ; 
though no more certainly than Baptism ; and we cannot 
affirm it to be unscriptural that the seal of baptism should 
follow immediately the baptism itself: in the Roman 
Church, too, there is evident danger of such a one-sided 
teaching concerning Confirmation : but it need not be so 
with us, with the strong safeguard which our own formula- 
ries furnish us. That safeguard is found in the baptismal 
vows which are renewed, — a topic which we are next to 
consider, both in this aspect of it, and in another of even 
greater importance. Meanwhile let it never be forgotten, 
that if any rite be the means of bestowing the grace of God, 
* For example, joining the Church I 
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that is reason enough why it can demand the most reverent 
attention, the most faithful use. 

II. But just here it is pertinent to look at the signifi- 
cance of the renewal of baptismal vows. The gifts of God 
have conditions^ to all who are of sufficient age to compre- 
hend those conditions. As Confirmation is administered 
in our own branch of the Church, that age is presumed to 
have been reached ; and so, there are certain mental quali- 
fications laid down in the preface for an intelligent recep- 
tion of the ordinance ; and then they who come to it are 
said to " ratify and confirm " here (or, as it originally read, 
" ratify and confess ") what was promised for them in bap- 
tism. This they do, in answer to the Bishop's question, 
" Do ye here . . . renew the solemn promise," etc., — which, 
as has been stated, takes the place of the old catechizing, 
as it used to stand in the English Prayer Book. Inasmuch 
as the words " ratify and confirm " are again used in this 
question, it must be borne in mind what it is which the 
baptized person confirms or ratifies, viz. the vows of his 
baptism; and it can be understood in how very inferior a 
sense the term Confirmation can in any way be applied to 
his action. A recent writer* calls this the "modern, 
Protestant idea of Confirmation," — this " ratification, by 
the baptized child, when he has attained an age capable of 
deliberate choice, of the promises made for him by his 
sponsors"; and avers that ^^ there is not the slightest trace 
[of such an idea] in Christian antiquity,^^ But we claim 
that we are not so easily separated from Christian antiquity. 
This may be the "modern" idea of Confirmation; but it 
cannot be strictly said to be the idea of our Prayer Book, 
pro-testant as it is against Romish error, but not against 
Catholic truth. This whole matter of renewal of vows can- 
not be called an essential part of the rite of Confirmation, 
Evidently, such a condition would have nothing to do with 
♦ The Rev. Dr. Plumptre. 
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it, were Confirmation bestowed as the immediate comple- 
ment of infant baptism. Moreover, it did not originally 
belong to it, even in the First^ English Book, but took the 
shape of the preliminary catechizing ; and the Confirma- 
tion began with the versicle, " Our help is in the Name of 
the Lord " (fit beginning !) ; and though now it is incorpo- 
rated into the Office, it may thus be clearly seen to be rather 
of the nature of qualification for it, 

I have said thus much, not to depreciate the importance 
of this qualification ; but to assign it its true place, and 
that which I believe the Prayer Book gives it. The re- 
newal of baptismal vows is preliminary ; just as the taking 
of the vows in Baptism is preliminary to the sacrament 
itself (though made, rightly, a part of the Office) ; or, as 
those same conditions, which we are exhorted to see to it 
that we have, in the Communion Office, are preliminary to 
that sacrament. There is nothing twofold in Holy Bap- 
tism or Holy Communion, save as every covenant which 
God makes with man is twofold : in just this sense, and in 
no other, is Confirmation twofold ; we must renew our bap- 
tismal vows, before we can receive God's confirming grace. 

And I think that this idea of Confirmation — scriptural, 
churchly, consistent — is the one that is calculated to 
build up the Church in Christian believing and living. 
They who come to the ordinance ought to be accounting 
less of themselves, and what they do, than of God, and 
what He does. They are humble receivers, and not proud 
claimants. They are confessing much, rather than profess- 
ing much. They are bidden to expect some definite bless- 
ing from God; and what they expect, coming worthily, 
they receive. 

But let none imagine we think lightly of what it signifies 
to come worthily. What is the safeguard of the Church's 
institution becomes the assurance of the Church's children. 
The importance of securing the qualification is as press- 
ing, as the nature of it is essential. It is, to be sure, a 
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matter between the conscience of each one who comes to 
the ordinance and his God : we can affirm nothing, infalli- 
bly, of another's fitness ; God must be the judge. But we 
have some notion of what must be the nature of it ; in part, 
a preparation of the intellect, that there may be an intelli- 
gent understanding of God's requirements: — one must 
know something what repentance, faith, and obedience 
mean ; — but, still more, a preparation of the heart, an im- 
proving of grace already given, — so that, by the power of 
the Spirit working in the inner life, one is ready to come to 
God, in Jesus Christ, with submission, penitence, belief, 
love, and consecrate himself to His service. How great 
aid may be given by the clergy to the people in this work 
of preparation, is a point to be touched upon presently. 
This much must be insisted upon. Only they who meet 
God's conditions can receive God's grace. And having 
come — as another words it (speaking of the age at which 
we generally see Confirmation administered) — to this, 
" the last step in the pathway of Christian childhood ; and, 
on the verge of Christian maturity, hearing the trumpet- 
call of Christian duty to those who have promised manfully 
to fight against sin, the world, and the devil, and to con- 
tinue His faithful soldiers and servants unto their lives' 
end," — they who most heartily accept God's conditions 
before receiving Confirmation are most sure to go on, in 
the strength of all Christian belief, to faithfulness in all 
Christian duty. 

III. But they need God's continual help ; and this He 
promises, in a faithful use of all the means provided for 
them in His Church. And the most precious of these is 
the Holy Communion. Other means of which we might 
speak shall be passed over in this connection ; this one 
claims attention ; and it is only in this one aspect that we 
now consider the sacrament, viz. as a means of grace^ and 
in immediate connection with Confirmation. 
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Confirmation is the door of admission to the Holy Commun- 
ion, This is that "highest of Christion ordinances" of 
which we spoke ; — in which the confirmed are entitled to 
take part; which it is expected they will come to, at once, 
and will frequently receive. For this it must be that in 
some way their Confirmation has prepared them. And 
such may be fairly claimed to be the Church's teaching. 
We know that from time immemorial this has been the 
order, — Baptism, Confirmation, the Holy Communion ; — 
Confirmation the complement of the one great sacrament, 
and leading up to the other ; — While the words " ready and 
desirous," in our rubric, acknowledge also that God's grace 
works independently of ordinances, and that the absolutely 
essential thing is spiritual fitness. That rubric reads, 
" There shall none be admitted to the Holy Communion 
until such time as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous 
to be confirmed." This last clause was not in the first 
English Book ; the addition brings the teaching into har- 
mony with the old rule of the thirteenth century, that none 
should be admitted to communicate, " except when dying, 
unless he had been confirmed, or had been reasonably 
hindered from receiving Confirmation." The mind of the 
Church is also shown in the rubric at the close of the Office 
for Adult Baptism : " It is expedient that every person 
thus baptized should be confirmed by the Bishop so soon 
after his baptism as conveniently may be ; — that so he may 
be admitted to the Holy Communion." 

(<2.) Confirmation, then, we may say, is taught in the 
Prayer Book to be in general necessary for those who would 
be admitted to this sacrament; and the only exceptions 
provided for at all are of those who, even now, desire it and 
are ready for it. Such persons may and do almost always 
wait for the Bishop's visitation. The rule is by many of 
the clergy charitably interpreted as applying only to our own 
people; and others, who are known to be not confirmed, 
are admitted to the Holy Communion occasionally, — being 
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told that their action is entirely irregular, and that, if they 
come, they do so on their own responsibility; — they can- 
not come as communicants of the Churchy for they have not 
submitted to the Church's appointed ordinance for making 
them communicants \ — they come as individual Christians 
in answer to what they often say is the general invitation, — 
"Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins," 
etc. There may be instances of such coming, in partial 
ignorance of the Church's teaching, and yet with a disposi- 
tion favorable to that teaching so far as it is understood, — 
which it were more charitable and more in accord with the 
Church's spirit to receive than to repel. But in many a 
parish there is, it is to be feared, a far greater laxness still 
in this matter ; and persons are allowed to be practically 
communicants of the Church for years, who have not re- 
ceived Confirmation^ who do not believe in it, who think it an 
idle form ^ without a word being said to them, either in 
public or in private, as to the need, the blessing, or the duty 
of receiving that ordinance. Certainly, whatever else might 
be said of such a course, there could hardly be found a 
surer way, to the extent to which the evil exists, of bringing 
a Scriptural, Apostolic, and time-honored institution of the 
Church, and a clearly defined law of its life from the begin- 
ning, into practical neglect and disrepute. 

(^.) But the non-confirmed communicants are comparatively 
i^"^, in any parish. The case, on the other hand, is an 
actual one, and a very common one, of those who have been 
confirmed, but are not communicants, I will suppose they 
are not, now, but have been at some time. These are cer- 
tainly breaking the baptismal vow of obedience which they 
took upon themselves before receiving Confirmation. They 
are not improving, but despising God's grace. Are not 
both these statements true ? What command plainer than 
that dying word of our Lord? Why do they not obey? 
They know, too, that they need every help to enable them 
to lead the Christian life; and yet they refuse this best 
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boon which. Christ offers them ; and whether it be from 
indifference, or unbelief, or the blighting influence of known 
sin, — refusing this, they surely shut out God's Spirit from 
their hearts. Their baptism and confirmation have become 
a mockery ! 

But there are those, too, who have never received the 
Holy Communion. That was, indeed, a mistaken rule, 
which once obtained quite largely, to admit those to Con- 
firmation who had no expectation of coming at once to the 
Lord's Table ; — and who were even cautioned to stay away 
for a while. It is a rule wisely falling fast into disuse, 
even if any knowingly keep to it still. It may be laid down 
as a principle, that if any are not fit ^ from their tender age, 
or because of doubts or fears, to receive the Eucharist^ neither 
are they ready to be confirmed. This is often the root of the 
trouble with those who are found in such numbers in all 
our parishes, — the confirmed non-communicants^ — that they 
did not come to receive the Holy Communion at once. 
They gradually grew to think less and less of its importance ; 
— an ill-balanced idea of its solemnity and mysteriousness 
took possession of them, or they became in some way 
sceptical about it ; * -:- and now they tell their pastors they 
are not good enough ; and their pride or their indifference 
is keeping them from the most valuable means of grace. 
Any of us of the clergy who have worked with such persons 
know how difficult it is to move them : — if they had not 
been confirmed, we think we might bring them to that; — 
but, as it is, we find them hard as the nether millstone ; or 
else, occasionally softened by tears of emotion so vain that 
they soon recover themselves, to go on, just as they were 
before ! Do any say, — such persons were probably con- 
firmed too young ? Sometimes they were, no doubt ; but 
not always. It has been, oh I so often, a matter of begin- 
ning in the wrong way \ and habit has held them with iron 
chain. 

* One remarked, once, with shocking coolness, that the Holy Com' 
munion didn*i appeal to — him I 
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IV. It may be granted to belong somewhat to a treat- 
ment of the nature of Confirmation, to say a few words as 
to who are fit subjects for it, and how they should be prepared. 
All, certainly, who have reached " years of discretion," — 
" a competent age," — who give evidence of moral fitness, 
and who are " sufficiently instructed," may be considered 
worthy candidates. Administering Confirmation, as we do, 
only to those who can intelligently renew their baptismal 
vows, the question of age is an important one. However, no 
fixed rule can be laid down. No two persons are alike in 
mental or spiritual maturity. Confirmation is a different 
thing, according to our formularies, from what it is in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Many of our young people we know 
we cannot wisely bring to it yet. But it ought not to be for- 
gotten, that it is the ordinance for the youth of the Church ; 
and that its blessing has a special significance for them, 
exposed to peculiar temptations from passion within and 
from the strange world without, and needing God's special 
grace.* And it may be said, that, the longer our ministry 
continues, the more do we probably become persuaded, 
that where the Christian influences of the home are favora- 
ble, better results are reached from comparatively early than 
from late confirmations. That blessing need not be delayed 
which God is waiting to bestow, if the heart be ready to 
receive it, and the intellect can grasp a few simple dis- 
tinctions, and then the confirmed child can realize that he 
has but just begun his conscious life for God ; and that, 
instead of stopping, or falling back, he must go on to per- 
fection. 

♦ The rubric in the Prayer Book of 1549 contains truth which might 
well have been retained : " Forasmuch as Confirmation is ministered 
to them that be baptized, that by imposition of hands and prayer they 
may receive strength and defence against all temptations to sin, and 
the assautes of the world and the devil ; it is most meet to be minis- 
tered when children come to that age that, partly by the frailty of their 
own flesh, partly by the assautes of the world and the devil, they begin 
to be in danger to fall into sin." 
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And certainly, whenever the fit age is reached, and the 
obligations are understood, — be it earlier or later, — every 
new opportunity of receiving the ordinance only increases 
the responsibility. This is a consideration which ought 
not to be lightly passed by by those whom it concerns. If 
Confirmation be for the youth of the Church, penitent, 
believing, ready by God's help to obey, how much more for 
those who, whether baptized in infa;icy or not, — whether 
brought up in the Church or not, — now do know the com- 
mandments of God ! They have no excuse. 

The methods of different clergymen in the preparation 
of candidates for Confirmation doubtless differ widely. 
Whatever the method be, whether by public or private in- 
struction, with a class, or with individuals, by means of 
books, or lectures, or sermons, or a combination of one way 
and another, all that is done ought to be,thorough, — done 
with prayerful earnestness, and with direct interest in each 
one. Special preparation, whatever mode of instruction be 
pursued, cannot be hurried through in a week or two. The 
faithful minister of Christ cannot thus satisfactorily dis- 
charge his duty. Nor, while this preparation is being 
carried on, ought the candidates to suppose that it is a 
matter of secondary importance. Such is quite commonly 
the case ; and if it were a point more often put to the test, 
it would be a means of revealing the degree of earnestness, 
and hence of moral fitness, which one or another possesses. 
Of course there may be sometimes one who will not need 
that full preparation which has to be given to most candi- 
dates. So there may be a variety of special reasons for 
excusing one or another from public class instruction. 
All ought to give evidence of genuine humility^ and of 
earnest desire. They who cannot put off engagements of 
all kinds save those of most pressing duty, in order that 
they may attend faithfully to this work of preparation, or 
who think it is of no importance whether they miss one or 
two of the instructions on the subject, or who would come 
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in at the last day, or the last minute^ it may be safely 
asserted, are not yet fit persons to be confirmed. 

I will not presume it to be possible that any could be 
presented to the Bishop for this holy ordinance, without 
having had any special preparation by their rector or min- 
ister. For, while the surest way of building up the King- 
dom of Christ in the hearts of the people is by the quiet, 
constant power of a godly life, and the regular presentation, 
from day to day and from week to week, of Christian truth, 
there must be also, for any abiding results, much special^ 
carefully wrought^ and earnest work on the part of each one 
of the clergy to whom is committed the cure of souls. Do 
we not " watch for souls, as they that must give account " ? 
The day has gone by when any one would think of justify- 
ing that parish priest's lazy method, who simply went to 
one or another of his people with the words, " Is rCt it 
about time you were confirmed V^ 
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